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ACTIVITY 4 

 4.1   Read the text below and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 17-19. 

17. This text 

A.  states the author’s 
opinion. 

B.  presents the opinions of 
others. 

C. gives evidence about life in outer 
space. 

18. A suitable subtitle for the text is: 

A.  What most people think. B.  New evidence says yes! C. Space travel brings us new facts. 

19. Which of these questions were people asked? 

A.  Have you seen a UFO? B.  Is there life on other planets? C.  How did life on earth begin? 
 

 

 

 

Are We Alone In the Universe? 
 

Most Europeans believe that some form of alien life 

exists somewhere in the 

universe, according to a 

recent survey. A report 

based on the telephone 

survey informs us that 

60 percent of those 

asked believe that life 

exists on other planets. Most people agreed that 

they would be ‘excited’ if life was discovered on 

other planets. They also said that the Earth should 

reply to any message from another planet. The 

survey follows a TV documentary, Life out there, 

which has now been seen by millions of viewers 

worldwide.  

‘It is quite likely that there is life somewhere in our 

galaxy, and there's a real possibility that we will 

find evidence of life on other planets by the year 

2025’, said Paul Steiner, senior astronomer, who 
appeared in the programme Life out there. Most of 

the people who believed in life on other planets 

also said they thought it is likely that aliens are 

more intelligent than humans.  

One argument put forward for the existence of life 

on other planets is based on 

the vast size of the 

Universe. According to this 

argument, supported by 

scientists such as Stephen 

Hawking, it would be 

improbable for life to exist 

only on Earth. On the other hand, the belief that 

some unidentified flying objects (UFOs) are from 

other planets is not taken seriously by most 

scientists. Most UFOs have been explained either 

as aircraft, or as a joke of some kind. 

 

 4.2   Read the text again and decide if statements 20-25 are True (A), False (B), or Not Stated (C). 

STATEMENTS 
A B C 

TRUE FALSE NOT 
STATED 

20. The article says there is evidence for life on other planets.    

21. Most people would like to meet a visitor from another planet.    

22. The TV documentary was about life on other planets.    

23. Steiner thinks there may be life on other planets.    

24. Hawking thinks life on other planets is impossible.    

25. Scientists are beginning to confirm that flying objects are from outer space.    
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ACTIVITY 7 

 7.1   Read the text below and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 42-43. 

42. The article below is probably based on 

A.   an autobiography. B.  a film review. C. an interview. 

43. The author’s attitude towards Bardem is 

A.  positive. B.  critical. C. humorous. 

 

 

 

Javier Bardem 
 

Javier Bardem was born in Las Palmas on 

Gran Canaria and has two older siblings, 

Carlo and Monica, who are also actors. His 

parents got divorced when Bardem was still 

a baby; he was raised by his mother. 

Bardem’s family has always been deeply 
involved in acting, starting with one of his 

ancestors, Mercedes Sampedro, who was 

a renowned stage-player back in the late 

19th century. 

Bardem is the first Spanish actor to win  

an Oscar; he won his 

Oscar for his portrayal of 

a psychopathic killer in 

the Coen brothers’ No 

Country for Old Men. 

Bardem reacted to his 

success with moderation 

– ‘I was lucky’, he told 
me, which sounds like 

the usual response from 

anyone who’s been 
successful in Hollywood, 

but in his case it is sincere. 

During the whole time I was talking with 

him, he came across as a shy, withdrawn 

kind of person who does not often speak to 

journalists. 

He first caught the public eye at the 

age of 20 in Spain when he starred in 

Jamon Jamon and 

though at first he 

enjoyed the status and 

attention he decided in 

the end that all the fuss 

was not a good thing. 

He says ‘publicity is 
good for promoting a new film, but that’s 
all’. 

Not even the Oscar managed to 

change this low key approach in him. He 

claims that at first he found the whole thing 

‘weird, surreal’; then he put the statuette 
on a shelf and got used to it and came 

back to reality – it didn’t make him think he 
was a better actor, nor did it make him a 

better man. 

His first Academy nomination came with 

Before Night Falls in 2000, in which he 

played the Cuban writer Reinaldo Arenas. 

When Al Pacino saw the film, he called up 

the director Julian Schnabel to get 

Bardem’s number. In the middle of the 
night, he left a message on Bardem’s 
answer phone in Madrid, saying that he 

wanted to tell him straightaway how much 

he loved the movie. Bardem, who joked 'I 

don’t believe in God; I believe in Al 
Pacino’, was astonished but above all, he 
told me, it really opened the door for him 

for even greater things. 

 7.2  Read the text again and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 44-46. 

44. Bardem can be described as 

A.  modest. B.  romantic. C. eccentric. 

45. What is Bardem’s reaction to the Oscar he received? 

A.  He felt more confident. B.  He knew he’d have good publicity. C.  He forgot all about it.  

46. How did Bardem react to the phone call from Al Pacino? He 

A.  thought it was a joke. B.  was very surprised. C. didn’t answer immediately. 




